	Instructions
	

	Imagine that you are visiting with a friend next month, maybe during the winter break. You tell them that you recently finished a class on international relations. Your friend seems very interested!
Your assignment:
In the form of an essay, tell your friend what international relations is, what you have learned about it, and why it is important to understand these things.
More information and instructions:
Remember the golden rule for all written assignments, your answer must demonstrate that you understand the material and that you can apply it to the world.
This is a final exam. So, this assignment is specifically designed to test whether or not you have achieved the learning outcomes for this course. Basically, you can think of the course learning objectives as a list of the things that you should be able to tell your friend after completing this course. Your mission, therefore, is to write an essay that clearly and convincingly demonstrates that you have learned what you were expected to learn. For reference, here are the course learning outcomes from the syllabus:
1. Understand how international relations affects everyday life.
2. Explain how history has influenced contemporary international relations.
3. Use various theoretical perspectives to analyze international events.
4. Describe the international system, including its component parts and the various actors involved in international relations.
5. Explain the how states pursue their interests in their international interactions.
6. Describe different types of international conflict and explain multiple perspectives on the causes of conflict.
7. Define international cooperation and identify factors that facilitate and inhibit it.
8. Identify important international organizations and the explain their role in addressing issues of global concern.
The essay that you submit should provide evidence that you have achieved these objectives. The details of how you provide this evidence are entirely up to you! You can format and structure the essay however you want. You should feel free to be creative. The point of the assignment is simple: demonstrate what you have learned from this course.
This is NOT a group project. You are expected to do your own work.
This is an open book assignment. In fact, you should extensively and specifically cite course concepts from the book. Do this with parenthetical citations, i.e. (Mingst et al. 2019, p. 143). Your focus should be on incorporating course material from the textbook. If necessary, possibly to make an example, you may incorporate outside material. If you do you must appropriately cite it using parenthetical citations and a complete bibliography at the end.
As always, the quality of your writing counts. Take your time, write professionally, and proof read carefully!
Your response must be uploaded as a word or pdf document.  Pages documents will not be accepted.
If this was an in-person class, you would be listening to my standard rant about word/page counts and length requirements. Here is the short version: I despise them. They encourage the wrong things. Your focus should not be on reaching some arbitrary length. It should be on conveying the necessary information as efficiently as possible. In the real world, your boss won't tell you how long a report (email, set of instructions, etc.) must be. They will tell you what it can be no longer than. No one wants to read five pages when the information could have been conveyed in four, or less. Oh, and yes, if you are in this class you are preparing for a professional world in which writing will play a central role. That is why we make you write!
That said, I have learned the hard way that all sorts of problems are caused if I give no indication of how long an assignment should be. So, this assignment can be completed successfully in about 2000 words. Depending on the content (which again, is the most important thing and what you should focus on), the assignment could be completed successfully with a little more, or a little less, than 2000 words. Note: 1.5 to 2 times - or 3/4 to 1/2 - this suggestion, is not 'a little' and would thus be too long, or too short.
I will interpret submitted papers as complete final drafts that are ready for grading. Therefore, papers that are submitted early may be graded early. Once your paper receives a grade that grade is final. Do not submit your paper until you are happy with it!
You are welcome to direct clarifying questions to me.  However, questions asked in the days immediately before this is due will likely not receive a response (someday you'll try not to work on the weekends too).
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